
510A  Cinderella.  (Cenerentola,  Cendrillon,  Aschenputtel.)  

 A  young  woman  is mistreated by her stepmother and stepsisters [S31, L55] and has to live 

in the ashes as a servant. When the sisters and the stepmother go to a ball (church), they give 

Cinderella an impossible task (e.g. sorting peas from ashes), which she accomplishes with the 

help of birds [B450]. She obtains beautiful clothing from a supernatural being [D1050.l, 

N815] or a tree that grows on the grave of her deceased mother [D815.1, D842.1, E323.2] and 

goes unknown to the ball. A prince falls in love with her [N711.6, N711.4], but she has to 

leave the ball early [C761.3]. The same thing happens on the next evening, but on the third 

evening, she loses one of her shoes [R221, F823.2].  

The prince will marry only the woman whom the shoe fits [H36.1]. The stepsisters cut pieces 

off their feet in order to make them fit into the shoe [Kl911.3.3.1], but a bird calls attention to 

this deceit. Cinderella who had been first hidden from the prince, tries on the shoe and it fits 

her. The prince marries her.  

Combinations: This type is usually combined with episodes of one or more other types, esp. 

327 A, 403, 480, 510B, and also 408, 409, 431, 450, 511, 511A, 707, and 923.  

Remarks: Documented by Basile, Pentamerone (1,6) in the 17th century.    


